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Abstract

The Tribal Names in the old South Arabic Inscriptinﬁs.

By: Abdullah Makyash

Supervisor: Dr. Rifaat Hazim.

This thesis analyzes the tribal names in Sabaean, Minaean, Qatabanian

and Hadramitic inscriptions. It consists of an Introduction, analysis, and

T R o

conclusion.

I. The introduction deals with:

1-Justification of the project

- Studies such as "Les Noms propres Sud- Semitiques" (Ryckmans 1934), "An
Index and concordance of Pre-Islamic Arabian Names and Inscriptions".
(Harding 1971), and "Die Personennamen in al- Hamdani's al- Ikiil und ihre
Parallelen in den altsudarabischen inschriften (Abdullah 1975), have dealt with
tribal names within a broadly defined framework of personal names. Actually,
the books written by Ryckmans and Harding are closer to the indexes than
analyses. In addition, the number of names which appear in Abdullah's study is
.!fmited, as it Is confined to al- Hamdani's Iklil only.

2. The sources of this study are:

- Volume IV of Corpus Inscriptionum Semiticarum, inscriptiones himyariticas et
sabaeas contines, (Abbriviated as CIS).

- Volume V-VII of Repertoire d'epigraphie semitique, (R).
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- Inscriptions published by G.Ryckmans in " Le Muséon”, (Ry).

- Inscriptions of E. Glaser published in SEG, (Gl).

- " Inscriptions of Mahram Bilgis "published by A. Jamme (JaSIM).

- Inscriptions published by Khalil Yahya Nami.

- Inscriptions published by Muthhar al-IryanT.

- Inscriptions published in "Tarih Hadarat al-Yaman al-Qadim" by Zaid Inan.
Expand Inscriptions published in Journals in Yemen such as (Raydan, al-IKlil,
Dirasat Yamanyyah'.

3- Research Methodology:

Tribal names were collected from the above mentioned sources and are
arranged alphabetically. Each of these names is then discussed with special
attention to cognates in Arabic sources such as al-Hamdani, Nashwan
al-Hymyari, and books of al- Ansab by al-Kalbi, Ibn Hazim and others. In
addition to North Arabian Inscriptions such as "Thamudic, Safaitic and

Lihyanite and numerous names currently used in Yemen.

ll. The analysis:

The thesis tackles 643 names of which 190 were added by the researcher.
427 names were already mentioned by G. Harding (Harding 1971) and 26
names were known by Yusuf Abdullah (Abdullah 1975). The study did not
attempt to classify the reviewed inscriptions according to linguistic groups, nor
did it classify he tribal names in ethnic groups, i.e. "Sabaean, Minae.an,
Qatabnian and Hadramitic. The researcher's opinion is that tribal affiliation can

not be decided on the basis of a linguistic affiliation of a given inscription.



Identification of tribal names was made possible by means of preceeding
words such as (3¢ bn) and (§¢b) for singular and (*$bn) and (*5*b) for plural or
(<3rt) for singular or («sr) for plural. Other indicators are words such as (bnw)
and (bny) or the name is preceeded with title such as (Kbr) or other words like
(bn) which means (from) and Chl), (1) and (lht) or forms indicate these names
such as (> f €)= CAfl).
| 11. The conclusion:

The Study has come to the following conclusions:

1- There are varied opinions concerning the interpretation of the names
connected with these words: is it a name of a tribe, a clan, a family or others.
The word (é‘b), preceeds tribal names in old South Arabic Inscriptions,
dicates a settled tribe. However, it does not indicate the small tribal unit only,
but also indicates larger known social units such as the Yemeni Kingdoms of
"Saba, Ma‘in, Qataban and Hadramout" and a social class or professional
craftsmen as well as a socio - economical and political entity bonded by
common interest not blood.

5 The Pronunciation (<5rt) and its plural form (sr) can not be the name of a

and it does not indicate the travelling bedouins, since the latter are tribe

indicated by the word >rb.

3- There are tribal names rﬁentimned in the inscriptions and are still in use in
Yemen.

4- The forms (bnw) or (bny) preceeding names of some tribes are still in use in
some areas in Yemen for the same purpose, also the form ¢ f<1) and the many
names corresponding to it is still widly used.

5. There are names which indicate both tribes and places.
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